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From the PRESIDENT 
Welcome to 2008. I’m happy to report that 2007 was 
a successful year for the club. 

Our Christmas party was again well attended with 25 
tables. In addition to playing some bridge, we were 
entertained by some of our talented members. A big 
thank you to Frank who, despite not feeling 100%, 
directed and amused the players in his usual manner. 

Our first congress for the year is the Arana Swiss 
teams to be held on Sunday l7th February. This event 
is always well supported by Arana players and I look 
forward to it being another success. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday March 4 commencing at 9 am. If you are 
interested in contributing to your club, feel free to 
nominate for a position on the committee. Otherwise. 
please attend on the day and show an interest in the 
future of your club. The club pairs championship was 
held on Sunday 23rd with congratulations going to the 
winners. 
David Lehmann 
 
Air Conditioning 
Now that summer has arrived so too have the 
complaints over the air conditioning. For every 
person who feels cold, there are an equal number 
of people who are hot.  

On the basis that those feeling the cold can wear 
something warm, but those feeling the heat can’t 
strip off, your committee has decided that the 
temperature will be set at 24 degrees. If you 
normally feel the cold or dislike the cold air, please 
either bring something warm or choose a table that 
is less draughty. 

(I believe there are a couple of shawls in the office 

if you forget to bring something warm.) 

For those extra hot days, the two units on the 
southern wall will be set at a lower temperature. 

David Lehmann (President) 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 
Remember this is your club and this is your 
opportunity to have your say. Come and listen to 
what the other members think, vote for the new 
Committee and maybe even volunteer for one of 
the many positions that need to be filled. 
 

TUESDAY MARCH 4 th 
9:00 am 

 

BEGINNERS’ HELP WITH PLAY 

(Also for improvers!) 

Throughout the year, there is going to be a series of 
lessons on play – . primarily for beginners, but also for 
those who wish to improve their skills. 

The sessions will be conducted by Tony Agar on the 
first Friday of every month – the first one on Friday 1st 
of February – 9.00-9.30. Play starts at 10.00. 

The topic for the 1st of February is: 

1. Declarer techniques – Finessing. 
 

Book Review 
Winning Swiss Team Tactics 

by Harold Feldheim 
 
The great majority of club play is at pairs and the 
focus of most bridge books has been this style of 
play. At the congress level to which all budding 
players aspire, teams are as important as pairs. 
Harold’s book in one few that take a close look at 
the finer points of strategy of teams play. 
 
Part 1 introduces the book. As teams usually mean 
at least 7 boards against each opponent, Harold 
suggests that you take good look at the opponents 
card so you understand their systems. 
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In Part 2, he explores non-competitive auctions. 
Avoid what he calls the 1 NT trap. While it is a 
winning strategy at pairs, it is riskier than playing 
at the 2 level in a golden fit, even in a minor, for 
the same or almost the same IMPs. To avoid the 
INT trap, he suggests that a INT response to 
partners opening bid be forcing (alertable). 
Similarly on risk, any attempt to find a fit in a 
major should be avoided once a fit in a minor has 
been established. 

In Part 3, he looks at competitive auctions. The 
time to take a chance on game is when you are 
vulnerable. He says ... while the penalties are 
greater, the rewards are greater still. On doubling, 
choose your time carefully. At pairs, the pickings 
are good but at teams, the Imps gained are not 
great and the risk of failing to defeat a contract can 
be crippling. As a general rule in doubling a part 
score, you must hold a disagreeable surprise for 
declarer. 

Part 4 looks at Preemptive and Tactical bidding. 
His rules are:  

• your long suit should not contain more than 
two losers  

• your hand should not contain a four card side 
suit 

• your hand should not contain a void 
• your hand should not contain more than one 

ace or king outside the long suit  
• a response by your partner is forcing for one 

round 
This Part also has an interesting section of 
preempts in the fourth seat (unusual). 

Part 5 is about play of the hand - safety play for 
declarer (overtricks not important) and cavalier 
play for defenders (defeating a contract is worth 
risking overtricks). Safety Plays, by David Bird 
and Marc Smith, recently reviewed by Peggy 
Whittaker, would complement Part 5 of Harold’s 
book. 

Part 6 is about strategies for playing stronger 
teams, weaker teams. His section on psychic 
bidding is alone worth reading. A quiz completes 
the book. 

The writer lives in Hamden, Connecticut. He is a 
platinum master (10,000+ Mps) and the author of 
several books on bridge. This book was written in 
1978 and revised in 1993. While some of the plays 
might be considered old fashioned, the inherent 
strategies are timeless. Overall, the book reads 
easily and is well worth a read. 

Reviewed by Denis Ward 
 

LIMERICKS 
 
(For those of you who sadly missed the Christmas 
Party, here are some great moments from the pen 
of Dorothy Barlow) 
Watch for these every issue. When we run out we 
will ask that more be written. 
 
DAVID LEHMANN  
 
Our own David Lehmann 
Thinks he’s a great he-man 
But when we complain, he’ll always maintain 
He’s kind and soft and 
Not the feared demon 
 
Doro Barlow 
 
 
DIRECTOR’S CORNER 
You and Your System Card 
 
Carrying a properly filled out system card is one of 
the ethical niceties of bridge. Being accustomed to 
regular opponents, system does not make the card 
superfluous. Get into the habit of putting it on the 
table and available for perusal at all times. 
 
We all upgrade our systems from time to time and 
our opponents are entitled to know our current 
one. Lets take a quick look at the ABF standard 
system card and filling it out. 
 
Standard System Card. The first section is for 
names, ABF numbers, the basic system and its 
colour. Personally, I find it friendlier when the 
opponents state their full names: eg, Joe Bloggs & 
Mary Smith rather than J.Bloggs and M.Smith. 
ABF numbers are relatively unimportant but the 
basic system should be a recognised, published 
system: eg, Standard American, precision, Goren, 
Acol, etc. Most basic systems will be green or 
blue. 
 
Opening Bids. The card clearly states describe 
strength, minimum length, or specific meaning. 
Your 1C bid might show 12+ with a minimum 2 
cards, or 13+ with a minimum of 3 cards (better 
minor), or 16+ and no clubs. You can state an 
upper limit if your system has one: eg, lC may be 
12-19, 1NT may be 15-18. Note 11+ etc infers 
(minimum) HCP, not hcp + length + distribution. 
Ticking the Canape box means you open a 4 card 
major before a 4 or 5 card minor. 
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1NT and responses. The section from 1NT down 
to the 2C opening bid deals with your 1NT 
opening and partner’s response. State the hcp point 
range and whether or not you may have a 5-card 
major, eg 15-18 with 5-card major unchecked (no). 
Simple Stayman, or extended, or other (puppet 
looking for 5-card major etc)? Do you transfer? If 
so, what do your 2D, 2H, 2S and 2NT bids mean. 
Anything else? eg 3C is a transfer to Ds. 
 
2C through to 3NT. State clearly what these 
opening bids mean - hcp, length of suit, loser 
count, 2-suiters etc - whatever you play.  
 
Pre-Alerts. Calls that may have unexpected 
meanings or require special defence: eg, partner 
opens 1H and your 1S response shows 5 spades; 
Gambling 3NT opening showing A,K,Q to a 7 card 
minor. Transfer pre-empts showing 7 card majors. 
 
Competitive Bidding. This is where you state what 
you do over your opponents bids. 
 
Doubles. Up to what level do you make Negative 
and Responsive doubles? Most play doubling the 1 
and 2 level bids up to 2S is essentially for take out. 
 
Jump Overcalls. Do you play weak (6-10 hcp), or 
strong (opening hand) jump overcalls? 
 
2NT. Is this a strong NT (16-18 over 2 level bid, 
22-24 over 1 level bid) or weak (6-10) for minors 
(5/5) or (lower) unbid suits? 
 
1NT (immediate). Strong NT (16-18), weak NT 
(10-15) or take-out. Immediate means a bid over 
your right hand opponent: eg, S open 1H and W 
bids 1NT. 
 
1NT (re-opening). This is a bid after you have 
either passed once - eg, S opens 1D, W passes, N 
bids 1H, E passes; S passes and now W bids 1NT; 
or if you pass, the auction will close: eg, South 
bids 1D, West passes, North passes, and you bid 
INT. 
 
Immed cue of minor. Eg, N opens 1C, E bids 2C. 
Is this a ‘Michaels’ bid, telling partner you have 
two five card majors, a natural C bid, or something 
else? You must state what your 2C bid represents 
for your partnership.  
  
Immed cue of major. Eg, N opens 1H, E bids 2H 
(or N opens 1H, E and S pass, W bids 2H). you 
must state what this bid represents for your 
partnership. 

 
Over opponent’s 1NT (weak) and Over opponent’s 
1NT (strong). This is what you do over your 
opponent’s opening 1NT bid. So if the opponents 
open 1NT, what do you mean by your X, 2C, 2D, 
2H, 2S or 2NT bid? Is your double for take-out or 
for penalty etc? 
 
Over Weak Twos. What do you bid over their 
opening weak 2 bid (not what do you have for a 
weak opening 2)? If they open a weak 2H, what is 
your 2S? Natural (decent 5 card suit) with l0+ hcp 
or opening hand? What is 2NT? Strong NT or 
take-out. What is X? Take-out or penalty?  
 
Over opening threes. Remember this section is for 
what you do over their bid, not what you need to 
make this bid. So is a suit bid natural? What is X? 
Penalty or take-out or optional? Does vulnerability 
or direct/ indirect position have any meaning? 
 
We’ll cover the other side of the card (Basic 
responses, Play conventions, Conventions) in a 
future article.  
Richard McLauchlan 
 
 

Masterpoint Movements 
 
NEW rankings for Arana home club members for 
the period to 31st December 2007. 
 
Graduate Master 
 Ross Heyde 
 Mike Wills 
Club Master 
 Mary Ewing 
 Karin Kappel 
 Joan Stomfai 
Local Master 
 John Nibbs 
*Local Master 
 Mary Carton 
 Joan Mills 
 
Robert Matthew (MP Secretary) 
 
 

Deadline 
February 18 2008 

Editor 
Ph: 3359 6262 

Email: dandm31@optusnet.com.au 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

January   
Sun 20 QCBC Swiss Butler Pairs 

Mon pm 21 Red Points 
Sun 27 Northern Suburbs Teams 

February   
Fri 1 Help With Play with T. Agar 
Sun 3 Toowong Swiss Pairs 
Sun 17 Arana Swiss Teams 
Sun 23 To 1st March GC Congress 

March   
Sat 1 Red Points 

 

 

♣ ♦ Important Phone Numbers ♥ ♠ 
Clubhouse Phone Number: (07) 3851 0299 

Email address: aranabridge@netspace.net.au 

Results: www.aranabridgeclub.com 

President:  David Lehmann 3205 7276 

Vice-President: Barbara Holmes 3300 6654 

Secretary:  Tony Agar  3851 1362 

Treasurer: Jan McRobbie 3355 2425 

Partner Contact: Betty Willson 3355 2519 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

A brand new year! What are our aspirations for 2008? On a global basis, we hope and pray for a peaceful 
world with less human suffering in all its forms. On the national scene, we would like to add continuing and 
growing prosperity for all. We have a new federal government - one which has promised much; and we all 
trust that it can provide a better life for all Australians. The transition to a change of political party in power 
was achieved in a very smooth, democratic way. This was the result of an electoral system which has been 
in place for over one hundred years - with some relatively minor changes which have not altered the basic 
structure. Yet some people want to change this basic structure!! One wonders “why?” In this context,2007 
ended on a very sad note with the assassination of opposition leader Bhutto in Pakistan. 

Finally, on the local (bridge) scene, we want this club to continue to flourish as a friendly club with an 
increasing standard of bridge being played - this is what a bridge club is all about. 

David Backstrom. 
 


